
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Elizabeth McKenney       

Department: Psychology       Phone Number: (618) 650-3430 

E-mail Address: elmcken@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1121 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 3 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [ X ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   PSYC 491 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
Local area schools, Psychology Research Lab 0138 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The Evidence-based Practices for Children and Youth with ASD Lab focuses on supporting area educators in their 

implementation of effective services for elementary, middle, and high school students with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD). The lab examines the way in which school psychologists and other support staff can sustain high 

quality delivery of complex academic and behavioral intervention techniques within public school settings. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Students will assist in data collection in local area schools serving students with ASD, which will often focus on the 

accuracy with which interventions and treatments are provided to students with ASD. Students will also assist in 

literature reviews and conference submission preparation. Conference opportunities include the National 

Association of School Psychologists and the American Psychological Association. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will acquire knowledge and fluency in the use of direct observation data collection to facilitate single case 

experimental research. Thus, their understanding of single case research methodology will improve. Students also 

gain knowledge and understanding of ASD, including the developmental variation of symptoms over time, as well 

as the diversity of challenges and strengths exhibited by children and adolescents with ASD. 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

 I can only select students who can be available every Tuesday from 3:30 - 5. Students must have at least five hours 

consistently available between 7:30 am - 3:30 pm each week.  



If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Students must be able to provide their own transportation to and from local area schools. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
I require my students to have taken PSYC 201 with at least a B. PSYC 420 (offered in the summers) is STRONGLY 

encouraged - consideration will be given to students signed up to take ABA who have not yet taken it. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

All applicants must be willing and able to complete a background check. 

 

 


